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For Immediate Release

Vernon Chamber of Commerce Honors Coast Packing
CEO Eric Gustafson with Excellence in Public Service Award

In Companion Tribute, Gustafson Receives Commendation from
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

VERNON, Calif. (Nov. 5, 2018) - Eric R. Gustafson, CEO of Coast Packing Company and a
past Chairman of the Board of the Vernon Chamber of Commerce, has received the
Chamber’s Excellence in Public Service Award, the company announced today.

The Vernon Chamber praised Gustafson’s “tremendous dedication and leadership to serve
on city commissions, achieving historic milestones for Vernon as a model city of healthy
governance on behalf of its residents and business.” Coast is the number one supplier of
animal fat shortenings in the Western United States.

At the same time, the Chamber of Commerce presented Gustafson with a commendation
from the County of Los Angeles. Supervisor Hilda L. Solis served as the featured speaker at
the Chamber’s 68th Annual Installation and Awards Luncheon, during which Gustafson was
honored. County supervisors lauded Gustafson for his “dedicated service to the affairs of
the community and for the civic pride demonstrated by numerous contributions for the
benefit of all the citizens of Los Angeles County.”

“As major stakeholders in the city where our family’s business started and has prospered
over four generations, it was critical for us to be involved in civic activities,” Gustafson
said. “Vernon remains one of the last manufacturing communities in the nation where the
food industry will continue to thrive, thanks to its proximity to the ports, freeways and
rail. Coast Packing’s decision to build better public-private partnerships with the City of
Vernon and other regulatory agencies will continue to strengthen our community and help
sustain our company’s economic position for the generation ahead.”

Gustafson served for seven years on both the City of Vernon’s Business & Industry
Commission and the Housing Commission. He played a major role in helping the city to
achieve historic milestones that transformed the governance practices for the community’s



residential population, as well as preserving Vernon as a low-cost, attractive city in which
to conduct business.

Gustafson joined the Vernon Chamber of Commerce’s Board of Directors in 2010 and was
Chairman of the Board from 2012-2014. In that capacity, he played a critical role lobbying
the state legislature on behalf of the Chamber and the “Save Vernon Jobs” coalition.
Through his and the coalitions efforts, AB 46 — a bill to disincorporate the City of Vernon -
was defeated. In 2012, Gustafson was appointed to the Vernon Housing Commission and
was named its first chairman.

Gustafson is the fourth generation in his family to own and operate Coast Packing. He is
responsible for the company’s strategic direction and vision, and manages overall
operations. Prior to being named CEO, he served as Vice President of Operations and has
held various sales and marketing posts since December 2002. He has been a member of
Coast’s Board of Directors since 2009.

In addition to his responsibilities as CEO of Coast, Gustafson serves on the Board of
Directors and Executive Board of the North American Meat Institute (NAMI). He is also co-
founder of NAMI's Family Business Task Force. In addition, he serves on the Board of
Directors and Advisory Board for the Institute of Shortenings and Edible Oils (ISEO).

About Coast Packing Company

Now marking its 96t year in business, Coast Packing Company (www.coastpacking.com), a closely
held corporation, is the number one supplier of animal fat shortenings - particularly lard and beef
tallow -- in the Western United States. The company sells to major manufacturers, distributors,
retailers, smaller food service operations and leading bakeries. The company participates actively
in diverse ethnic markets - from Hispanic retail chains, with its VIVA brand, to various Asian
specialty markets. Based in Vernon, Calif., Coast Packing Company is regional, national and,
increasingly, global. In some cases, supplier relationships are multigenerational, extending back 50
years and more. Coast is a founding member of the Healthy Fats Coalition
(http://www.healthyfatscoalition.org/).

For more information about Coast Packing Company, visit: www.coastpacking.com. Follow us via
social media on Facebook at www.facebook.com/coastpackingco, Twitter @coastpackingco and
Pinterest www.pinterest.com/coastpackingco.
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